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T! .fgl*ML PARTY I N INTEREST 

The real patty in interest in this appeal is International Business Machines, Inc. 
Ownership by International Business Machines, Inc. is established by assignment 
document recorded for this application on November 9, 2000 on Reel 01 1683, Frame 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 6, 19, 24, 25, 53, 66, 71 and 72 have been cancelled. Claims 84 and 85 
have been added. Claims 1-5, 7-1 8, 20-23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 aud 73-85 stand rejected. 
The rejections of cbims 1-5, 7-1S, 20-23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 arc herein 
appealed. 

STATUS pi/. AMyNpMEN;rS 

There have been no amendments filed subsequent to Teceipt of the final office 

action. 

SU MMARY OF CLAIM BP SUBJECT MATTER 

A concise explanation of the subject mailer defined in each of the independent 
claims 1, 17, 26 3 37, 48, 64, 73, 84 and 85 involved in the appeal is provided below: 
Claim! 

Claim I recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising "receiving a request from a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system/' Referring to Figures 1 and 
S, first cntciprise system 1 50 contacts a second enterprise system 102 (page 11, lines 17- 
20). 

The method further comprising "said second enterprise system authenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system." (Figures 1 and S; page 11, lines 
22-23). 

The method further comprising "in response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey form stored in a database 
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that is replicated at the second enterprise system " (Figures 1 and 8; page 11, lines 7-17 and 
lines 23-20). 

The method further comprising "receiving response data solicited in the survey 
fonn " (Figure 9; page 14, lines 1 1-1 4). 

The method further comprising "updating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system," (Figure 8; page 12, line 26- 
pago 13, line3). 

The method further comprising "wherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 

Halm 17 

Claim 17 recites £t [n] method for facilitating product development and 
procurement functions in a communications network environment." 

The inclhod comprising "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the 
notification generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wherein the designator is assigned by a first enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 9; 
p:if>c 15, linos 1-4; page 6, lines 6-9; page 12, line 26-page 13, line 8). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated wilh said second enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey." (Figure I; page 5 f lines 12-14). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (Figure 1 ; page 6, lines 6-27) 

YOR020000503USI 
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The method further comprising "providing access to said replicated database" and 
"displaying said supplier survey." (Figures 1 and 9; page 6, lines 6-27; page 1 4, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising "evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier 
survey." (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28). 

The method further comprising "providing evaluation results into a remote device 
operated by said remote user" and "storing said data." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising "wherein said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities " (Figures 1 and 9). 

CkilmU 

Claim 26 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising "receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote user." (Figure 1; page 6, lines 25-27; page 7, lines 12-16, lines 
18-22; lines 26-29). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (page 7, lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising "replicating said database to a second database ofsaid 
enterprise system." (page 7, lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising "providing access to said second database. 5 ' (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25), 

YORM0000503USJ1 
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The method further comprising transmitting said technology menu via said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page 8 ; lines 17-25). 

The method furt her comprising "receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types from said at lea&t one technology type" (Figures 3-4; 25-29), 

The method further comprising "receiving said display via said network wherein said 
technology sub-types include at least one technology family." (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12- 
16). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for data correspond ing to said at 
least one technology family" (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising "transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family; wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier/ 1 (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising '"wherein further, said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
functions." (Figures 1 and 3). 

CMm37 

Chiim 37 recites "[a] system for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a network environment.'* 

The system comprising u a host system including a web server, an applications server, 
and n database server." Referring to Figure 1, a hosL system 1 10 includes a web server 1 04, 
an implications server 106, and a database server 108, 

The system further comprising "a first data storage device in communication with 
said host system." Data storage device 1 IS is included in the system of Figure 1 . 
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The system further comprising "a second data storage device in communication with 
said host system " Data storage device 120 is included in the system of Figure 1 , 

The system further comprising "a development toolkit network application being 
executed by said host system." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 

The system further comprising % 'a firewall in communication with said host system." 
Figure 1 shows a firewall 122 in communication with the host system 1 10. 

The system farther comprising "a workstation." Figure 1 shows a workstation 114. 

The system further comprising "a computer network connecting the host system to 
the workstation;' Figure 1 shows a LAN 112 connecting the host system 110 to the 
workstation 114. 

The system further comprising "wherein the development toolkit network application 
performs: 

in response to receiving a request from Ihc workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system." (Figures 
1 and S; page 1 1 9 lines 7-17 and lines 23-26). 

The development toolkit network application further performing "receiving response 
dnta solicited in the survey form " (Figure 9; page 14, lines 11-14), 

The development toolkit network appl icalion further performing "updating the second 
database wilh the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a 
drafl mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system " (Figure 8; page 12, 
line 2(>page 13, linc3). 

Claim 48 

Claim 48 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
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program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, including a first enteiprisc system and a second 
enterprise system, the storage medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise syslcm to implement a method." 

The method comprising "receiving a request from a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system." Referring to Figures 1 and 
8, first enterprise system ISO contacts a second enterprise system 102 (page 11, lines 17- 
20). 

The method further comprising "said second enterprise system authenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enteiprisc system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1, lines 
22-23). 

The method further comprising "in response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey fonn stored in a database 
that is replicated at the second enteiprisc system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1, lines 7-17 and 
lines 23-26). 

The method further comprising "receiving response data solicited in the survey 
form." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 1 1-14). 

The method further comprising "updating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system." (Figure 8; page 1 2, line 26- 
page 13, Hnc3). 

The method further comprising "wherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 
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Claim 64 

Claim 64 recites tfi [a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, Ihc storage medium including instructions for 
causing an entei prise system to implement a method. 1 * 

The method comprising "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the 
noli fiction generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wherein the designator is assigned by a first enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 9; 
page 15 t lines 1-4; page 6, lines 6-9; page I2 S line 26-page 13, line 8). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated with said second enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey." (Figure 1 ; page S 7 lines 12-14). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (Figure 1; page 6, lines 6-27) 

The method further comprising "providing access to said replicated database" and 
"displaying said supplier survey. 1 " (Figures 1 and 9; page 6, lines 6-27; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising "evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier 
survey.*' (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28). 

■The method further comprising ''providing evaluation results into a remote device 
operated by said remote user" and "storing said data " (Vigurc 9; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising "wherein said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
aclivit ies/' (Figures 1 and 9). 
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Claim 73 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, including a first enterprise system and a second 
enterprise system, the storage medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise system to implement a method." 

The method comprising "receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote user," (Figure 1; page 6, lines 25-27; page 7, lines 1246, lines 
18-22; lines 26-29), 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (page 7, Hues 1 8-30). 

The method further comprising "replicating said database to a second database of said 
enterprise system/' (page 7, lines 18-30), 

The method further comprising "providing access to said second database," (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25), 

The method further comprising "transmitting said technology menu via said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 1 7-25). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types from said nt least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; 25-29). 

The method further comprising "receiving said display via said network wherein said 
technology sub-typos include at least one technology family. 1 * (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12- 

YORO20000503US1 
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16). 

The method farther comprising "receiving a request for data corresponding lo said at 
least one technology family/* (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising "transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family; wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier*" (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising "wherein further, said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
functions." (Figures 1 and 3). 

Claim 84 

Claim 84 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising "receiving product data and technical information from a 
plurality of supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the supplier survey dalabasc 
replicated for each of the plurality of supplier entities." (Figures 1, S and 9; page 12, line 5- 
pngc 14, line 14). 

The method further comprising "associating die product data and technology 
information with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement specialist with 
access to the product data and technical information for analysis." (Figures 8 and 9; page 1 3, 
line 29-pagc 14, line 4) 

The method further comprising "receiving results of the analysis from the 
procurement specialist, the results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 16-28), 

The method further comprising ^integrating the product development and technical 
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information with the results and with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide." (Figure 9; page 3 4, line 29-page 15, line 24), 

The method furllicr comprising "providingadcvelopmentcnginccrwith access to the 
technical roadmap guide." (page 8, lines 3-12 and linos 25-29). 

Chum 85 

Claim 85 recites "[a] storage incdi um encoded with machine-readable program code 
for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications 
network environment, the program code including instructions for causing a host system to 
implement a method." 

The method comprising ''receiving product data and technical information from a 
plurality of supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the supplier survey database 
replicated for each of the plurality of supplier entities." (Figures 1 , S and 9; page 12, line 5- 
page 14, line 14). 

The method further comprising, "associating the product data and technology 
infoimation with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement specialist with 
access to the product data and technical information for analysis" (Figures 8 and 9; page 13, 
line 29-page 14, line 4) 

The method further comprising "receiving results of the analysis from the 
procurement specialise, ihe results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 16-28). 

The method further comprising "integrating the product development and technical 
information with the results and with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide," (Figure 9; page 14, line 29-pagc 1 5, line 24). 

The method further comprising "providing a development engineer with access to the 
technical roadmap guide." (page 8, lines 3-12 and lines 25-29). 
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GROUNDS OF RBJBCTIO N TO BK RK VIUW EP ON APPEAL 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock ct al. 
The rejection of claims 1-5,7-14, 16, 17, 20-23,26-36,38-52,54-61,63, 64, 67-70 and 
73-85 as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock ct al. is to be reviewed on appeal. 

Claims 15, IS, 37> 62, 65 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
allegedly unpatentable over Aycock ct al. The rejection of claims 15, 18, 37, 62, 65 as 
being allegedly unpatentable over Aycock et al. is to be reviewed on appeal 

ARGUMENT 

Rejection o f Claims 1-5. 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36. 38-52, 54-61, 63. 64, 67-70 and 73- 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20^23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. 

The Kxamincr states with respect to claim 1, that Aycock ct ah disclose a method 
for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications 
network environment, comprising receiving a request from a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system, said second enterprise 
system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system. In 
support, the Examiner sites col. 3, line 62-col. 4, line 2; col 10, lines 17-42 and 49-67; 
col 1 1, linos 1 -9; Figure 2, The Hxamincr further states that Aycock et al disclose "in 
response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing the first enterprise system 

YOK920000503USI 
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with access to a survey (brm .stored in a database that is replicated at the second enterprise 
system" ami cites eol. 3, line 62-coll. 4, line 6; col. 10, lines 55-67; col, II, lines 1-9; col. 
12, lines 14-16; Figure 2; in support. Referring to column 3, line 61 through column 4, 
line 6, Aycoek ct a] . disclose a supplier interlace that enables a supplier to "electronically 
download the RFP/RFQ, which may be in the form of an executable code or a protected 
data file/* Responses to questions maybe "uploaded" to the main processing system 68 
(col. 1 1, lines 3-5). Aycoek ct al. fail to disclose a survey form, but rather teach a 
Request for Quotation (RFQ) or Request for Proposal (RFP) (col, 1 , lines 48-49) that is 
implemented. Additionally, Aycoek ct al. fail to disclose providing Ihe first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system. The Examiner's statement that "[downloading data from a database, 
which is copying Ihe data to a local location, is essentially the same function as 
replicating the date" (Office Action dated 1 2/22/04, page 9) is in error. Downloading 
(Into, a Hie, or document is not equivalent to database replication (emphasis added). 
Database replication is a process that allows multiple copies of a database to be provided 
on different servers. A "database" is not synonymous with a "document" (i.e., supplier 
responses). Nor is "downloading" equivalent to '^replication " 

The Examiner further states that Aycoek ct al. disclose receiving a request from a 
supplier to complete a supplier evaluation form, Aycoek et al. is devoid of teaching a 
specific entity requesting an evaluation form, but rather teach a "generation of a request 
for proposal or request for quotation (RFP/RFQ), providing the RFP/RFQ to a supplier. 
Receiving the supplier responses, and calculating a supplier compliance lcvch.." (col. 5, 
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JinesS 1 3-1 5). The aforementioned listing of steps, as recited in Aycock ct al., occur from 
the perspective of the qualifying enterprise (i.e., the main processing system), not the 
supplier entity. Thus, Aycock et al, docs not explicitly teach receiving a request from a 
supplier, as suggested by the? Examiner. 

The Kxmniner further slates that Aycock ct al. teach "updating a database at the 
second enterprise system with the response data, the updating including storing the 
response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
system." The Examiner cites col. 11, lines 1-9; col. 11, line 63-cd. 12, line 13; col. 13, 
lines 55-61; Figure 3, in support. Referring to column 13, lines 55-61 , Aycock ct al. 
disclose "[t]hc word processing-based system 104 loads the first RFP/RFQ question or 
maLurity requirement from (he RFP/RVQ template file 102 in step 122 and displays the 
question. If (here is a previously-stored vendor response file 106, the supplier self- 
evaluation system automatically loads the stored answer in step 1 24 and prompts the 
supplier whether the answer should be accepted or rejected. Tn response to the prompt, 
Ihe supplier will eilher accept the loaded answer, or will edit the answer with the 
appropriate response/' Aycock cL aL is devoid of teaching sLoring the response data in 
one ofa draft mode and a final mode, Accepting or rejecting a stored answer as taught by 
Aycock el al is not equivalent to storing response data in one of draft mode and final 
mode. 

The Examiner further states that Aycock ct al. teach 4 Vhcrcin said second 
enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool for executing product 
development ant I procurement activities" and cites col. 7, lines 56-59; col. 9, line 3-col. 
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10, lino 67, in support. Aycock docs not specifically leach a development toolkit network 
application. 

Claims 2-5, 7-14, and 16 should be patentable as depending from what should be 
an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 2 should also be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and 
of ilsclf. Claim 2 recites "in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey, 
replicating a database associated said second enterprise system resulting from the request 
to view a completed survey; providing access to said database; displaying a list of 
surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise system; retrieving one 
of said surveys from said database in response to a request to view a selected survey; and 
displaying said selected survey." The Examiner cites col. 12, line 57-coL 1 3, line 14; 
Figure 3, col 10, lines 60-67; col. 13, lines 55-61 , in support 

As indicated above, with respect to claim I 3 Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching 
database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 2 is not anticipated by Aycock ct nl. 

Claim 3 should also be allowable as setting forlh patentable subject matter in and 
of ilsclf. Claim 3 recites "wherein the receiving a request to complete a survey includes: 
receiving a request to select a survey type from a list of survey type options, and 
associating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enterprise 
system." The Examiner cites col. 9, lines 3-67; Figures 2 and 3, in support. There is 
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simply no teaching or suggestion in Aycock ct al. of a request to select a survey type from 
a list of survey type options. Nor is there any teaching that the survey form is associated 
with a technical representative. For at least Ihcse reasons, claim 3 is not anticipated by 
Aycock cl ah 

Claim 4 should aJso be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
o Tilsel f. Claim 4 recites "receiving an attached file with response data." The Examiner 
cites col. 12, lines 14-67; col. 13, lines 5-12, in support. Again, there is no teaching or 
suggestion of an attached file with response data. For at least these reasons, claim 4 is not 
anticipated by Aycock ct ah 

Cl;um 5 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 5 recites "wherein said storing said survey form includes storing said 
survey farm in a draft mode at said second enterprise system." The Examiner cites col 
13, lines 55-61 ; Figure 3, in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock 
el al Uoos not teach storing a survey from in draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 
5 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 7 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself Claim 7 recites "wherein said storing said survey form in a final mode occurs at 
said second enterprise system/' The Kxamiucr cites col. 13, lines 5-12 and 55-61 , in 
support. As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. docs not teach storing 
a survey in final mode. For at least those reasons, claim 7 is not anticipated by Aycock et 
al. 

Claim 8 should also be allowable as selling fonb patentable subject matter in and 
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of itself Claim 8 recites "wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
includes: transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system 
and making available said survey form to said second enterprise system " The Examiner 
cites col. 1 1, line 63-coL 12, line 27, in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 
1 , Aycock ct al. does nol teach or suggest storing a survey form in final mode. Nor does 
Aycock teach or suggest notifying a representative of the second enterprise system (i.e., 
the qualifying enterprise) of the survey form once stored in final mode. For at least these 
reasons, claim 8 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 9 should also be allowable a$ setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 0 recites ''receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said 
database, retrieving said stored survey form from said database, transmitting said stored 
survey form to said first enterprise system, said first enterprise editing said stored survey 
form, receiving edits to said stored survey form and storing said survey form in said 
database" The Examiner cites col. 13, lines 49-61, in support. However, Aycock ct al. 
does not teach receiving a request to access a stored survey form and editing the survey 
form. For at least these reasons, claim 0 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 1 0 should nlso be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 10 recites "wherein said editing is in a draft mode." The Examiner cites col. 
13, lined 40-61, in support, As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock ct al. is 
devoid of teaching a draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 10 is not anticipated by 
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Aycock ot a I 

Claim 1 1 should also be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself Claim 1 1 recites "wherein said transmitting said survey form includes 
replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said survey 
form as a new entry." The Examiner cites col, 1 4, lines 9-21 , in support, As indicated 
above with respect, to claim 1, Aycock et al docs not leach or suggest replicating a 
database, For at least these reasons, claim 13 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 12 should also be allowable an setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 12 recites "wherein said storing said survey form includes storing said 
survey form in a final mode." The Examiner cites coh 14, lines 9-21, in support. As 
indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et id. docs not teach or suggest a final 
mode for storing survey forms. For at least these reasons, claim 12 is not anticipated by 
Aycock el ah 

Claim 13 should also be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and 
ofilsclf. Claim 1 3 recites "wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise 
system.'* The Lixainincr cites col. 14, lines 9-21, in support. As indicated above with 
respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting a final mode for a 
survey form. Moreover, Aycock et ah fails to leach that the storing of the survey form 

YOKD2OOOO503USI 

127-0000 J g 



PAGE 20/41 ' RCVD AT 10/17/2005 9:51:02 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVfcUSPTQ-EFXRF-6/24 * DNISOTOO * CSID:8602860115 1 DURATION (mm-ss): 11-22 



OCT-17-2005 HON 10:09 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 



causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of the second enterprise system 
(i.e, 3 the qualifying enterprise), For at least these reasons, claim 13 is not anticipated by 
Ayeock et al. 

Claim 14 should also be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 14 recites "wherein said communications network environment includes 
an extranet" The Hxaminer cites col. 10, lines 17-23; Figure 2, in support. The 
lixominer's contention that an extranet is taught by Ayeock ct al. is in error. There is 
simply no teaching in Ayeock ct al. of an extranet used as the communications network. 
Rather, Ayeock loaches "the business terminal system 70a may be remotely accessible to 
the main processing system 68 via, for example, a communication network 72" (col. 10, 
lines 20-23). For al least these reasons, claim 1 4 is not anticipated by Ayeock ct al. 

Claim 17 recites "receiving a notification by a remote user ofa second enterprise 
system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the notification 
generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey; 
wherein tho designator is assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request 1o access a replicated database associated with said second 
enlcqnise system, said replicated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 

YOIO2000050JUSI 

127-0006 1 9 



PAGE 21/41 * RCVD AT 10)17/2005 9:51:02 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiUSPTOff XRF-6/24 « DNIS:2738300* CS!D:S602S601 15 1 DURATION (mm-ss):11-22 



OCT-1 7-2005 HON 10:09 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 



evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation results into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 
storing said data; 

wherein so id enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool for 
executing product development and procurement activities." 

Claim 17 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. at least for the reasons advanced 
above with respect to claim 1 . Chums 20-23 should be patentable as depending from 
what should be an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 20 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 20 recites "wherein said replicated database resides on a remote device." As 
indicated above, Aycock ct al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting database replication. For 
at least these reasons, claim 20 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 23 should also be allowable as setting forlh patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 23 recites "wherein s;iid entering said data includes rating said supplier 
survey, and wherein said rating includes providing markings to said survey, said markings 
designating a preferred status." The Examiner cites Abstract; col. 2, line 60-coL 3 S line 
35; col. 6, line 5 5 -col. 7, line 13, in support, Aycock ct al. docs not teach or suggest 
providing markings to a survey designating a preferred status. For at least these reasons, 
claim 23 is not anticipated by Aycock. 

Claim 26 recites "receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
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enterprise system by a remote user; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
implicating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology typo, 

receiving said display via said network wherein said technology sub-types include at 
least one technology family; 

receiving a request for data corresponding to said at least one technology fami Iy s and 

transmitting said data corresponding to said at least one technology family; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool for executing product development and procurement functions." 

Claim 26 is not anticipated by Aycock ct ah for at least the reasons advanced above 
with respect to claim 1 . Notwithstanding, Aycock et ah, does not teach or suggest receiving 
a request for a technology menu. Nor docs Aycock et al. teach a technology type provided by 
the menu. Nor does Aycock ct ah teach or suggest a request for display of technology sub- 
types from said at least one technology type, nor that the technology sub-types include at 
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least one technology family. For at least these reasons, claim 26 is not anticipated by Aycoclc 
ct al. 

Claims 27-36 should be patentable as depending from what should be an allowable 
independent claim. 

Claim 37 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. Claims 38-47 should be patentable as 
depending from what should be an allowable independent claim 37. 

Chum 3S should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
i I sell". Claim 38 recites "wherein a front end database is stored in said first data storage 
device/* Aycoclc et al. is devoid of teaching a front end database stored in a first data storage 
device. For at least these reasons, claim 38 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 39 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 30 recites "wherein an engineering notebook database is stored in said first data 
storage device," Aycock ct al. is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook database. For al 
least those reasons, claim 39 is not anticipated by Aycock et ah 

Claim 40 should also be allowable as selling forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 40 recites "wherein a technology survey database is stored in said second data 
storage device. 1 ' Aycock ct al, is devoid of teaching a technology survey database. For at 
least those reasons, claim 40 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al, 

Claim 41 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
ilself. Claim 41 recites "front end database is replicated to a remote network device." 
Aycock ct al. is devoid of teaching a front end database. Aycock et al. is also devoid of 
(caching database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 41 is not anticipated by 
Aycock cl al. 

Claim 42 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 42 recites "wherein said engineering notebook database is replicated to a 
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remote network device." Aycock el al. is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook 
database. Aycock ct al. is also devoid of teaching database replication. For at least these 
reasons, claim 42 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 43 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
iLself. Claim 43 recites "wherein said technology survey database is replicated to a remote 
network device over an extranet network connection." Aycock et ah is devoid oftcaching a 
technology survey database. Aycock ct al. is also devoid of teaching database replication, 
Morever, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching an extranet. For at least these reasons, claim 43 
is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 44 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 44 recites "wherein said front cud application includes a technology selector 
application." Aycock ct al. is devoid of teaching a front end application that includes a 
technology selector application. For at least these reasons, claim 44 is not anticipated by 
Aycock ct ah 

Claim 45 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 45 recites "wherein said engineering notebook application includes aroad maps 
application." Aycock ct al. is devoid oftcaching an engineering notebook application. 
Aycock ct al, is further devoid oftcaching a roadmaps application. For at least these reasons, 
claim 45 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 46 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 40 recites "wherein said technology surveys database includes a supplier 
comparison application.** Aycock ct ah is devoid oftcaching a technology surveys database, 
Aycock ct ah is further devoid oftcaching a supplier comparison application. For at least 
these reasons, claim 46 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 



CUiini 47 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
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ilscl f. Claim 47 recites technology surveys database includes a supplier technology survey 
application," Aycock et al. is devoid of leaching a supplier technology survey application. 
For at least these reasons, claim 47 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claim 48 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 1 . For at least this 
reason, claim 48 is not anticipated by Aycock ct al. 

Claims 49-52, 54-16, and 63 should be patentable as depending from what should 
be an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 64 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 17, For at least this 
reason, claim 64 is not anticipated by Aycock et ah 

Claims 67-70 should be patentable as depending from what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 

Claim 73 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing u method substantially similar to that recited in claim 26. For at least this 
reason, claim 73 is not anticipated by Aycock el al. 
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Claims 74-S3 should be patentable as depending from what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 

Claims 84 and 85 recite a mediod and storage medium, respectively, for facilitating 
product development and procurement functions in a communications network environment. 
The method comprises "receiving product data and technical information from a plurality of 
supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the supplier survey database replicated for 
each of the plurality of supplier entities; 

associating the product data and technology in formation with a procurement specialist 
and providing the procurement specialist with access to the product data and technical 
information for analysis; 

receiving results of the analysis from the procurement specialist, the results including 
preferred technology recommendations and preferred supplier recommendations; 

integrating the product development and technical information with the results and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical roadmap guide." 

For at least the reasons advanced above with respect to claims 1, 17, 26, 37, 64, and 
73, claims 84 and S5 arc not anticipated by Aycock ct aL 



R e jection of Claims 15, 18. 37, 62, 65 

Claims 15, 18, 37, 62, and 65 have been rejected as being allegedly unpatentable 
over Aycock ct al. 
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Claim 1 5 should be patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim- 
Claim 18 should be patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim. Claim 1 8 should also be allowable as setting forth 
patentable subject mailer in and ontself Claim 18 recites "wherein said receiving said 
notification is via an electronic mail." The Examiner concedes that Aycock does not 
disclose this feature but contends that such feature would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the arl. As indicated above, Aycock ct al. fails to teach notifications. 
Accordingly, it would not have been obvious to modify Aycock to implement 
notiflcnlious by email, as the Examiner suggests. For at least these reasons, claim 18 is 
patentable over Aycock et al. 

Claim 37 is not anticipated by Aycock el al. for at least the reasons advanced above 
with respect to claim 1. Claim 37 recites "[a] system for facilitating product development 
and procurement functions in a network environment, comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an applications server, and a database server; 

a first data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a second data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a development toolkit network application being executed by said host system; 

n firewall in communication with said host system; 

n workstation; and 
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a computer network connecting the host system to the workstation; 

wherein the development toolkit network application performs: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating the; second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
the response data in one of a dnifl mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
system." 

Claim 62 is patentable as being dependent upon what should be an allowable 
independent claim. Claim 65 is patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 



mni^Ctt APPENDIX 
None 

RELATED PR OCEEDIN GS APPENDIX 
None 
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.CONCLUSION 

In view ofihe foregoing, it is urged that (he final rejection of claims 1-5, 7-18, 20- 
23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 be overturned. The final rejection is in error and 
should be reversed. The fee set forth in 37 CPR 41 -20(b)(2) is enclosed herewith. If 
there are any additional charges with respect to this Appeal Brief, or otherwise, please 
charge Ihcm to Deposit Account No. 50-0510 maintained by Appellants' assignee. 

RespccLrully submitted, 

ROBERT D. ] JAYES, BT AL, 



Bv: <Y\Ii maa ^iXiLn g- 
Marisa J. Dubijc 
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Bloomficld, CT 06002 
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Customer No. 48915 

Date: October 17,2005 
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CLAIM APP HNPfX 

1 . A method for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained by 
n second cnieqiri&c system; 

said second enterprise system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said 
first enterprise system; 

in response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing the first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database thai is replicated at the second 
enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system with the response data, the 
updating including storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
designated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a development toolkit network 
tool for executing product development and procurement activities, 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey, replicating a 
database associated said second enterprise system resulting from the request to view a 
completed survey; 

providing access to said database; 
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displaying a list of surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise 

system; 

retrieving, one of said surveys from said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving a request to complete a survey 
includes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type from a list of survey type options; 
and 

associating said survey form wilh a technical representative of said second enterprise 

system. 

4. The method of claim I , further comprising: 
receiving on attached file with said response data, 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said storing said survey form in a draft mode 
occurs at said second enterprise system. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherei u said storing said survey form a final mode occurs 
nt said second enterprise system. 

8. The method of claim 1 s wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
includes: 

transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system; and 
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making available said survey form lo said second enterprise system. 

9. The method of claim 3, further comprising; 

receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said database; 
retrieving said stored survey form from said database; 

transmitting said stored survey form to said first enterprise system, said first 
enterprise editing said stored survey form; 

receiving edits to said stored survey form; and 

storing said survey form in said database. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said editing is in a draft mode, 

11. The method of claim 9, wherein said transmitting said survey form includes 
replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said survey form 
as a new entry, 

12. The method of claim 9, wherein said storing said survey form includes storing 
said survey form in a final mode. 

1 3. The method of claim 12, wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise system. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein said communications network environment 
includes an extranet. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein said authenticating said user ID and said 
password is accomplished via a firewall. 

1 6. The method of claim 1, wherein said user is a supplier. 
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1 7. A. method for facilitating product development and procurement functions in 
a communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise system, said 
noli fication including data relating to a supplier survey, the notification generated in response 
lo an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey; wherein the designator is 
assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated with said second 
enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user If) and a password of said i-emotc user; 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 

evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation results into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 
storing said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for executing product development and procurement activities. 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein said receiving said notification is via an 
electronic mail. 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. The method of claim 17, wherein said replicated database resides on a remote 

device, 
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21 . The method of claim 17, wherein said entering said data includes providing 
feedback information to a supplier, said supplier associated with said supplier survey, 

22. The method of claim 17, wherein said entering said data includes rating said 
supplier survey. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said rating includes providing markings to 
said survey, said markings designating a preferred status* 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Cancelled) 

20, A method for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment, comprising; 

receiving a request to access a database associated with an enterprise system by a 
remote user; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
replicating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting stud technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wherein said technology sub-types include at 
least one technology family; 
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recci ving a request for data corresponding to said at least one technology family, and 

transmitting said data corresponding to said at least one technology family; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool for executing product development and procurement functions, 

27, The method of claim 26> wherein said technology menu, said technology types, 
mid said technology sub- types are retrievable from a first database. 

28, The melhod of claim 26, wherein said data corresponding to said at least one 
technology family is retrievable from a second dalabasc. 

29, The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

receiving a request for data corresponding to said al least one technology supplier, 
said data including an item from said supplier technology comparison list; and 

transmitting a technology survey response, 

30, The method oF29, wherein said technology survey response is rated, said survey 
including preferredness designations. 

31, The method of claim 30, wherein said designations are provided by a 
procurement engineer of said enterprise system. 

32, The method of 29, wherein said technology survey response is not rated, 

33, The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

transmitting a hypertext link from said technology survey response, said link 
corresponding to a supplier's web site. 

34, The method of claim 26, wherein said providing access to said databases includes 
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replicating Siiid database to a second database. 

35. The method of claim 26, wherein said request for said data is initialed by a 
development engineer of said second enterprise system. 

36. The method of claim 26, wherein said communications network environment is 
an intranet. 

37. A system for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
network environment, comprising: 

a hosL system including a web server, an applications server, and a database server; 

a first d;ila storage device in communication with said host system; 

a second data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a development toolkit network application being executed by said host system; 

a firewall in communication with said host system; 

a workstation; and 

a computer network connecting the host system to the workstation; 

wherein the development toolkit network application performs: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating the second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
Ihc response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
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system. 

38. The system of claim 37, wherein a front end database is stored in said first data 
storage device. 

39. The system of claim 37, wherein an engineering notebook database is stored in 
said first data storage device. 

40. The system of claim 37, wherein a technology survey database is stored in said 
second data storage device, 

41 . The system of claim 38> wherein said front end database is replicated to a remote 
network device, 

42. The system of claim 39, wherein said engineering notebook database is replicated 
to u remote network device, 

43. The system of claim 40, wherein said technology survey database is replicated to 
a remote network device over an extranet network connection. 

44. The system of claim 38, wherein said front end application includes a technology 
selector application, 

45. The system of claim 39, wherein said engineering notebook application includes 
n road maps application. 

46. The system of claim 40, wherein said technology surveys database includes a 
supplier comparison application. 

47. The system of claim 40, wherein said technology surveys database includes a 
supplier technology survey application. 
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4S. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for 
facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications network 
environment* including a first enterprise system and a second enterprise system, the storage 
medium including instructions for causing said second enterprise system to implement a 
method, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained by 
a second enterprise system; 

said second enterprise system authenticating a user ID and password ofa user of said 
first enterprise system; 

in response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing said first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system with the response data, the 
updating including storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
designated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for facilitating communication between said first enterprise and said second enterprise, and 
wherein further, said development toolkit network tool executes product development and 
procurement activities. 

49, 'flic storage medium of claim 48, further comprising instructions for causing said 
second enterprise system to implement: 

in response to receiving arequcst to view a completed survey, replicating a database 
associated with said second enterprise system resulting form the request to view a completed 

YOK920000503USI 

127-0006 117 



PAGE 39/41 * RCVD AT 10/17/2005 9:51:02 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNJS:2738300 * CSID:8602860115* DURATION (rnm-ss):11-22 



OCT-17-2005 HON 10:14 AM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX NO. 8602860115 



P. 



survey; 

providing access to said database; 

displaying a list of surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise 

system; 

retrieving one of said surveys from said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey, 

50. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein the receiving a request to complete a 
survey includes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type from a list of survey type options; 
and 

associating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enterprise 

syslcm. 

5 1 . The storage medium of claim 48, further comprising instructions for causing said 
second enterprise system to implement: 

receiving an attached file with said response data. 

52. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in a draft 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in a final 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system. 
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55. The slomgc medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in said 
final mode includes; 

transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system; and 
making said survey form available lo said second enterprise system. 

56. ThcstoragemediumofclaimSO, further comprising instructions for causing said 
second enterprise system to implement: 

receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said database; 

retrieving said stored survey form from said database; 

transmitting said stored survey form to said first enterprise system, said first 
enterprise system editing said stored survey form; 

receiving edits to said stored survey form; and 

storing said survey form in said database. 

57. The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said editing is in a draft mode, 

58. The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said transmitting said survey form 
includes replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said 
survey form as a new entry, 

59. The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said storing said survey form includes 
storing said survey form in a final mode. 

60. The storage medium of claim 59, wherein said storing said survey form in said 
final mode causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise 
system. 

6L The storage medium of claim 4S, wherein said communications network 
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